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INVITATION 
 
You are invited to attend a symposium on the political, military, and social administration of 
South Vietnam at Cornell University on June 11 and 12, 2012. This symposium will feature 
eleven civilian and military figures from the Second Republic of Vietnam during the Presidency 
of Nguy!n V"n Thi#u (1967-1975) who will present testimonies of their experiences on the 
topics of Foreign Affairs, Military Security, Government & Civil Society, and the Struggle for 
the Countryside. This will be an unprecedented opportunity for scholars to collect primary data 
directly from the experiences, recollections, and expertise of RVN military and civilian 
leaders. We invite you to attend this symposium, which will be held at the Kahin Center for 
Advanced Research in Southeast Asian Studies at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. 
 
In the interest of maximizing the fruitfulness of our discussions, we invite you to submit 
particular questions, issues, or topics that you would like the presenters to address. Please find 
attached an official announcement of the symposium, as well as a list of topics and presenters, 
and a registration form. If you plan to attend, please complete the registration form and return as 
indicated. 
 
Blocks of rooms for registrants have been reserved and will be held until May 11th under 
“Vietnamese Symposium” at: 
 
Best Western University Inn 
1020 Ellis Hollow Road, Ithaca, New York, 14850-2808 
Phone: 607/272-6100; Fax: 607/272-1518 
Toll Free Reservations: 800-780-7234 
http://www.bestwestern.com 
$119.00 single/double occupancy per night plus tax. 
Rooms held under “Vietnamese Symposium” until May 10th. 
  
Ramada Ithaca 
2310 N. Triphammer Rd, Ithaca, New York, 14850 
Phone: 607/257-3100; Fax: 607/257-7924 
Toll Free Reservations: 800-854-9517 
http://www.ramada.com 
$109.95 per room per night plus tax 
Rooms held under “Vietnamese Symposium” until May 11th. 
  
Clarion Hotel Ithaca 
One Sheraton Drive, Ithaca, New York, 14850 
Phone: 607/257-2000; Fax: 607/257-7924 
http://www.clarionhotel.com 
$99.95 per room per night plus tax. 
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*          *          *          * 

 
In this symposium, we seek to bring together former leaders of the Republic of Vietnam 

(RVN, or South Vietnam) with scholars of the Vietnam War, providing researchers with an 
opportunity to collect data directly from RVN military and civilian leaders. This event breaks 
new ground by focusing on South Vietnamese history after 1963. Most scholarship thus far 
examines American or North Vietnamese experiences, while studies on South Vietnam have for 
the most part been limited to the First Republic (1954-1963). There is still no full-length study of 
the RVN after the fall of Ngô $%nh Di#m in 1963, a gap that critically limits our understanding 
of the Vietnam War.  Several key developments occurred after 1963 including the introduction 
and withdrawal of American troops, the rise of the South Vietnamese military in domestic 
politics, electoral politics, agrarian reform, and transformations in international diplomacy. South 
Vietnamese were at the center of these developments, rewriting the country’s constitution, 
introducing electoral government, establishing legislative and judicial protocols, directing 
military campaigns, leading popular protest movements, participating in international diplomacy, 
and resisting or cooperating with the United States. Documenting the experiences of these 
Vietnamese is essential to understanding the Vietnam War.  Our project represents one of the 
first efforts to link the academic community with former South Vietnamese officials, whose 
experiences have largely been overlooked in Vietnam War scholarship.  If you have any 
questions, you may email Keith Taylor at: kwt3@cornell.edu.  
 
This Symposium is sponsored by the Einaudi Center for International Studies and the 
Department of Asian Studies at Cornell University with support from the Departments of History 
and of Government, the Southeast Asia Program, the Society for Freedom & Free Societies, and 
the Reppy Institute for Peace. 
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PANELS, PRESENTERS, AND PRESENTATION ABSTRACTS: 

 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

• Bùi Di!m: Former RVN Ambassador to the United States, was in various capacities of 
public service from early February 1965 to the end of the war in April 1975. Presentation 
will be comprised of: 1) description of the gradual escalation of U.S. intervention and 
analysis of it in the Cold War context; 2) misconceptions that Vietnamese and Americans 
had of each other; 3) the forces that shaped the lived of the Vietnamese people during 
three decades of war.  

• Hoàng "#c Nhã: Secretary & Press Secretary, Cabinet Minister of Mass Mobilization & 
Open Arms, will discuss the Nixon Doctrine in the context of negotiations: the plan for 
RVN to assume responsibility for military affairs with continued US military and 
economic aid and the parallel secret US-DRV talks of which RVN was unaware until the 
very end and which led to an agreement enabling the US to disengage and to Hanoi 
launching a massive invasion of the South when it realized that the US would not honor 
its commitment to help the South. 

• Phan Công Tâm: served 13 years in the Central Intelligence Organization, will present 
an overview of the creation and transformation over time of this institution, including 
personal experiences in domestic combined intelligence operations and overseas overt 
activities, such as: 1) uncovering aspects of Hanoi’s financial operations in the late 
1960s; 2) starting the Paris talks in 1968; 3) reopening the embassy in Phnom Penh in 
1970; 4) locating and safely conducting to an African head of state his daughter by a 
Vietnamese woman. 

   
MILITARY & SECURITY 

• H$ V%n K& Tho'i: ARVN Rear Admiral and commanding officer in the 1974 battle of 
the Paracel Islands against the Chinese Navy, will describe the naval battle between the 
RVN and PRC over the Paracel Islands in the South China Sea, an act of defense by the 
South Vietnamese who neither expected nor received any assistance from the US 7th 
Fleet.  

• L( Lan: ARVN Lt. General with 25 years of combat experience, ranging from platoon 
leader to corps commander of the Central Highland military region, will discuss the 
successes, despite some unavoidable planning and execution mistakes, of ARVN and 
Allied military operations; includes discussion of the Strategic Hamlet program, US 
Special Forces and upland ethnic minority forces operating against infiltration, the role of 
Nation Building Cadres and civil irregular defense groups, the Search and Destroy 
strategy, and the Clear and Hold strategy; analysis of why no military strategy could 
compensate for the loss of the US as an ally in face of continuing foreign assistance to 
Hanoi. 

• General Trang S) T*n: Head of Saigon Police, Brigadier General, will discuss the 
challenge of balancing security and democracy in a wartime capital city of five million 
people containing government institutions and a diplomatic corps; the presentation will 
contain three points: 1) the strategy and tactics of the enemy forces; 2) the structure, 



missions, strategies, and tactics of the Saigon Capital Corp of the National Police Forces; 
3) issues and experiences from personal recollections. 

 
GOVERNMENT & CIVIL SOCIETY 

• Tr+n V%n S,n: Lower House Representative, elected in 1971, a member of the People’s 
Socialist Bloc (PSB) led by Tran Van Tuyen, an opposition bloc comprised of the Xa Hoi 
bloc, which had previously supported Nguyen Van Ky, of the An Quang Buddhist group, 
and of those who supported Duong Van Minh; this was a minority force in the legislature, 
which was controlled by a pro-government alliance comprised of the Democracy bloc 
and the Republican group; the presentation will describe the efforts of the PSB to 
establish an effective opposition to the government, which were unsuccessful due to 
communist sabotage, lack of cooperation from Nguyen Van Thieu, lack of US 
encouragement, and internal divisions exacerbated by lack of experience in a working 
democracy. 

• Phan Quang Tu-: Staff Judge of the Supreme Court, will discuss political and judicial 
affairs, including involvement in the political career of the presenter’s father, Dr. Phan 
Quang Dan, a prominent anti-Ngo Dinh Diem politician who contested the national 
assembly election of 1959; the presenter also participated in elections in 1965, 1967, and 
1971, served in the military, and became a legal aide to the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court; will discuss the development of the judiciary under the Second Republic. 

• Nguy!n Ng.c Bích: returned to Vietnam in 1971 after serving in the RVN embassy in 
the US and eventually became head of the Press Center to deal with the foreign press 
corps in Saigon as well as Director of the Office of Foreign Relations in the Ministry of 
Mass Mobilization, will discuss the progressive nation-building efforts that were 
modernizing and democratizing the RVN during the last few years of its existence in the 
areas of freedom of the press, of opinion, of movement, of assembly, of association, of 
political participation, of religion, of economic activity, as well as in the development of 
multi-party politics, a legal system, an advanced educational system, and good medical 
institutions. 

 
STRUGGLE FOR THE COUNTRYSIDE 

• Hoàng "#c Nhã: Private Secretary & Press Secretary to the President; Cabinet Minister 
of Mass Mobilization and Open Arms, will discuss the Second Republic’s efforts to 
protect national sovereignty while building a democratic society based on the rule of law 
as stipulated by the constitution; this was undertaken through mass mobilization 
programs to inform rural people of government policy, to institute large-scale agrarian 
reform and agricultural development, and to promote a market economy and encourage 
manufacturing, and to rally people from the other side through the Open Arms program. 

• Tr+n Quang Minh: served as Deputy Minister of Agriculture and was involved in 
successfully implementing three large-scale undertakings that transformed South 
Vietnamese agrarian society into a productive asset of the country’s economy: the Land 
to the Tiller Program, carried out rapidly, without bloodshed, and with fair compensation 
to landowners, practically abolished the outmoded feudal land tenancy system and 
enabled the farming population to participate in modern economic development; the 
Miracle Rice Production Program that increased rice production to make the country self-
sufficient in rice and led to the foundation of the Strategic Rice Reserve that allowed the 



Government to prevent speculators and hoarders from manipulating the price of rice; and 
the Accelerated Protein Production Program that very quickly built a vibrant commercial 
pig and poultry industry around major urban areas to provide a reliable source of food for 
city dwellers and income for farmers. 

• Nguy!n "#c C/0ng: Minister of Trade and Industry, will discuss policies and 
achievements of the RVN in building a market economy in wartime to both stabilize 
immediate-term activity and create conditions for growth and prosperity for the long-term 
through a four-part strategy: 1) a monetary policy based on floating exchange and interest 
rate protocols and credit expansion for the Agricultural Development Bank to encourage 
rice production and marketing; 2) removal of price controls on rice and petroleum 
products and the abolition of other administrative burdens on the market; 3) encouraging 
economic growth by strengthening the Industrial Park, the National Food Administration, 
the Export Development Center, and the National Standards Institute and by establishing 
the Industrial Development Bank, the Investment Development Authority, the National 
Petroleum and Mines Authority, and the Export Processing Zone; 4) building a new legal 
framework for investment and for the petroleum industry, leading to the beginning of 
plans for offshore oil production. There was a dramatic reduction in inflation, job relief 
with public works programs, and the prospect of beginning to export rice. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VOICES FROM THE SOUTH: NEW TESTIMONIES FROM THE LAST LEADERS OF SOUTH VIETNAM 
SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE 

 
 

MONDAY JUNE 11 
8:00-8:30 Breakfast & Registration 

8:30-8:45 Welcoming Remarks 
Dr. Fred LOGEVALL: Cornell University, Director of the Einaudi Center for International Studies 

 

PANEL 1 FOREIGN AFFAIRS  

8:45-10:45 

-BÙI Di!m: former RVN Ambassador to the United States 
-HOÀNG $&c Nhã: former RVN Private Secretary and Press Secretary to the President & Cabinet 
 Minister of Mass Mobilization & Open Arms 
-PHAN Công Tâm: former Director of Operational Planning in the RVN Central Intelligence    
 Organization 

10:45-11:15 Coffee break 

11:15-12:15 Discussion 
Moderator: Dr. NGUY'N Th% Liên Hàng, University of Kentucky 

 

12:15-1:30 Lunch 
 

PANEL 2 MILITARY & SECURITY 

1:30-3:30 
-H( V"n K) Tho*i: ARVN Rear Admiral 
-L+ Lan: ARVN Lt. General 
-TRANG S, T-n: Police Brigadier General & former head of the Saigon Police  

3:30-4:00 Coffee break 

4:00-5:00 Discussion 
Moderator: Alex Thái Võ, Cornell University 

 

7:00-9:00 Dinner at the Kahin Center 
 
 

TUESDAY JUNE 12 
8:00-8:30 Breakfast 
 

PANEL 3 GOVERNMENT & CIVIL SOCIETY  

8:30-10:30 

-NGUY'N Ng.c Bích: former Director-General of the Press Center & former Director of the Office  
 of Foreign Relations in the Ministry of Mass Mobilization 
-PHAN Quang Tu#: former Staff Judge of the RVN Supreme Court 
-TR/N V"n S0n: former RVN Lower House Representative 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-12:00 Discussion 
Moderator: Dr. T12ng V3, Princeton University 

 

12:00-1:00 Lunch 
 

PANEL 4 STRUGGLE FOR THE COUNTRYSIDE 

1:00-3:00 

-HOÀNG $&c Nhã: former RVN Private Secretary and Press Secretary to the President & former 
 Cabinet Minister of Mass Mobilization & Open Arms 
-NGUY'N $&c C12ng: former RVN Minister of Trade & Industry 
-TR/N Quang Minh: former RVN Deputy Minister of Agriculture 

3:00-3:30 Coffee break 

3:30-4:30 
Discussion 
Moderator: N4 Anh TR/N, University of California-Berkeley; & Geoffrey C. STEWART, University 
of Western Ontario  

 

4:30-5:00 Closing Remarks 
Dr. Keith Taylor: Cornell University 

 

7:00-9:00 Dinner at the Kahin Center 



 
 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
VOICES FROM THE SOUTH 

June 11-12, 2012 
Kahin Center for Advanced Research in Southeast Asian Studies 

640 Stewart Avenue 
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 

 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail _________________________________ 
 
Registration Fee ($10) 
 
Please indicate the meals you want to join: 
Monday Lunch ($5) _____ 
Monday Dinner ($15) _____ 
Tuesday Lunch ($5) _____ 
Tuesday Dinner ($15) _____ 
 
Total: ____________ (please make check to “Department of Asian Studies, Cornell University”) 
 
Questions, topics, and issues you are interested to have addressed:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return your registration form with payment to: 
K. W. Taylor/Vietnam Symposium 
Department of Asian Studies 
380 Rockefeller Hall 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, NY 14853-2502 


